Thunder Bay Finnish Canadian Historical Society (TBFCHS)
2011 Activities Update
Greetings from TBFCHS,

Century of Finnish Sport

Great progress was made this year on the Society’s upcoming publication on Finnish Sports. Laura Nigro continued her research work from the summer of 2010 and wrote several club histories. Two other writers joined Laura in her work on the book.  Dave Nicholson a TBFCHS board member, historical researcher and author (his most recent work is out to rave reviews “Gamble in Goal” a history of local NHL goalie Bruce Gamble) agreed to write several Finnish Sports Club histories as well as interview Cairine Budner. Cairine is a past TBFCHS president, a long time coach and athlete in several Finnish Sports organizations, and previously conducted research for the Sports book. The final author, Diane Imrie, is a member of TBFCHS and the Executive Director of the Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame, our partner in creating this book. Diane will be writing on the Finnish inductees to the Sports Hall of Fame.
As of this fall the three principal authors have completed their first draft of the book. It has been submitted to an editor, Peter Raffo, to review. Work still needs to be done selecting images for the large photograph section as well as work on the layout and graphic design of the book. Penti Lund has been approached to provide an introduction. The Sports Book Committee is hoping to have the book available for sale in 2012.
A Century of Sisu Book

One of TBFCHS’ members, Kathy Toivonen, is also presently working on a new book. A Century of Sisu will be devoted to recipes, poetry, stories, and pictures documenting the experience of Finnish immigrant families in the region. As part of this work, TBFCHS helped Kathy obtain a grant from Suomi-Seura to travel to Finland. Kathy spent several weeks in Finland earlier this year conducting research, discussing publication rights and locating an English - Finnish translator. Now that she is back we wish her well with her work and can’t wait to see the finished product.
Archives at Lakehead University

It was with regret that Jeremy Mohr resigned his position as the Archivist at Lakehead University. Jeremy had been working after hours at the University for the past 5 years, while maintaining full term work at the City Archives. Unfortunately, due to increasing personal commitments (he is studying for another Masters degree) he was unable to continue his work there. The Archives are still open to the public, and access can be arranged by talking to the staff at the Northern Studies Resource Centre, 5th floor of the University Library.

Finlandia Association Agreement

The Society has been working towards establishing a more formal agreement with the Finlandia Association regarding the storage and display of historical material in the Finnish Labour Temple. The Ministry of Culture has urged such an agreement to help both organizations move forward as well as to help with grant applications. We are hoping an agreement is signed by year end, so that we can begin the fun and exciting work of showcasing the region’s rich Finnish-Canadian history in the Hall.

Finnish Grand Festival

It was announced this year that the next Finnish Grand Festival will take place in Thunder Bay in 2012. We are truly excited to celebrate Finnish history and culture in our community. Several TBFCHS members have been active in some of the planning meetings. At the moment opportunities to perform William Robert’s Bushworkers play are being pursued, as are walking tours highlighting Finns in local cemeteries, and historical displays. Look for more news on the many exciting events and activities closer to summer 2012.
Fall Harvest Festival

This year marked a new event at the Finnish Labour Temple, a fall Harvest Festival. TBFCHS was pleased to be invited to put on a display. Several members attended and talked about local Finnish history with many of the attendees while the bluesgrass band “The Greasy Creases” entertained everyone. The event attracted a good sized crowd of young and old and we hope it becomes an annual tradition at the Hall.
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